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STAGE RIGHT
Say you've got 2 noe-so-spafly-looking b

"
that needs to sell quickly—maybe theres a
divorce, or it co-owned by squabbling heirs
Or perhaps you need the proceeds from s
sale i order to jump on another property.
You could ser your asking price low i hopes
of generating both tralhic and offers. Or you
could pay up front for the process known as
staging, which involves the kind of quick but
comprchensive spruce-up thar's specibeally
designed to enhance 2 home’s markerabil
wy—doing work thar’s more abour booking ar
the home than living i

These days, smare moncy is opting for stag
g which ends up costing the homeowner less
due 1o higher olfers pard for seducovely staged
intersors. Stager and stylise Christine Irvine
cites as an example 2 Danen home thar L
guished on the market for five months, much

= pirited Style

itoric Flags Fly High in Wilton
A Garden of Delights
Sexy Summer Cocktails

THE PERFECT TRANSITION

Manhattan Sophistication, Connecticut Style.
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o the distress of the homeowners, who were
dive
g ol the starms, repanting and sehurmishing”
says Irvine, whose pnor background dessgning
Manharan window displays and maovie sers

cing, "1 staged it in 3 week. yanking carpet

comes in handy when ercanng lightening-fase
super-stylish inrenors *1 rold the homeowner
thar | believed she would get multple olfers the
firse week, and she did. In fact, 2 couple who
had seen the house before it was staged was con
gain—and they bought i”
Some real-estare industry insiders ren

vinced 1o book 3y

skepeical of stagers, contending that r
bomes markerable is pare of the pack
services realtors should—and do—provade
True enough, but Irvine, whose company s
aptly named Scour, knows how to wheel-and
deal her way around gallenies, wholesalers and
showrooms to pull in furnishings and arwork
beyond the reach of many reaktors.

One stunming example of Irvine’s tal
ent 15 the $75 million home on desirable
Tokencke Trail in Darien. When the bach
clor owner died, the executor of his estate
hired Irvine 1o modernize the drab decor,
which detracted from che 4,764 square-foot
chatean-syle bome. It took lrvine and her
crew just 10 days 1o empry the house, bring
ing in replacement preces—most of them for
sale, with the prices posted
are intetested—from a long list of local bust
nesses (including Steinway, Braswell Gallenies,
Dovecote and SeaCloth, to name just a few)

n case clients

Stage Dirwction | Tike seme stress st of reading yover bome for sale by enfitimg 4 tyline. Cheivtine Frvine of Scout
drcved up s dimag ard lovang rooms with artwork sud antsguer boerowed from locel golleris

who were only too happy to have
their merchandise showcased

m the swank sernng, | Iy,

when the home came to marker

Ieving and listing agent Rachel
Walsh of Willam Pier Sotheby's
Intermanonal Realry threw a
sparkling cockeail parry featuring
Champagne served by the pool,
Frank Sinatra crooming from the

sound system (borrowed from
Audiocom) and guests viewing

paintings by Dicgo Rivera and
others (lent by a gallery) or sce
tled into antique French bergeres
Want to scc for yoursell? Call
Walch ar (838) 245-7488; lrvine
can be reached at (203) 6351771

2004-400 Sideboard, Brownstone by Councill

As seen in Connecticut Cottages & Gardens magazine.




